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Internat ional  cr iminal  law has t radit ional ly  centered on the invest igat ion,
prosecut ion and punishment of  indiv iduals  responsible for  genocide,  cr imes
against  humanity ,  war cr imes and other internat ional  cr imes.  However ,  at  the
center of  these cr imes actual ly  are the v ict ims whose l ives ,  d ignity ,  l ive l ihoods,
communit ies and ident i t ies are profoundly affected.  The growing recognit ion of
v ict ims with in internat ional  cr iminal  just ice has consequent ly  brought quest ions
of v ict imhood,  part ic ipat ion,  harm, remedies and reparat ions to the forefront of
internat ional  legal  scholarship.  The development of reparat ions jur isprudence,
part icular ly  before the Internat ional  Cr iminal  Court  ( ICC),  represents an
important evolut ion in internat ional  cr iminal  just ice:  f rom a predominant ly
perpetrator-centred model  of  accountabi l i ty  towards a f ramework that also
seeks to recognize and respond to the harm suffered by v ict ims.  

However ,  s ignif icant quest ions remain.  Who qual i f ies as a v ict im of an
internat ional  cr ime? How should harm be ident i f ied and establ ished? What forms
of repair  can internat ional  cr iminal  courts  provide? Can f inancial  compensat ion
adequately  respond to col lect ive,  cultural ,  psychological  or  other complex forms
of harm? How should responsibi l i ty  for  reparat ions be al located? What happens
when reparat ions orders cannot be effect ively  implemented or  enforced? And
what can internat ional  cr iminal  law learn f rom domest ic courts ,  hybr id t r ibunals ,
regional  human r ights courts  and transi t ional  just ice mechanisms?

Against  th is  background,  the internat ional  conference t i t led,  “Reparations and
Victim Justice in International Criminal  Law: From Harm to Repair”  seeks to
examine the evolv ing place of v ict ims and reparat ions with in internat ional
cr iminal  law and their  re lat ionship with broader developments in internat ional
law. I t  i s  organised with in the purv iew of “Reparat ions and Vict im-Centered
Just ice under Internat ional  Cr iminal  Law”  project under the Research Endeavour
Grant (N-REG) 2025-26 of NLUD.

The conference aims to br ing together scholars ,  pract i t ioners and researchers
work ing across internat ional  cr iminal  law, internat ional  human r ights law,
internat ional  humanitar ian law, State responsibi l i ty ,  t ransi t ional  just ice and
domest ic and hybr id mechanisms deal ing with internat ional  cr imes.  In  the same
spir i t ,  i t  welcomes doctr inal ,  comparat ive,  theoret ical  and interdiscipl inary
scholarship examining v ict ims,  harm, remedies and reparat ions with in
internat ional  cr iminal  law and their  re lat ionship with broader developments in
internat ional  law.

ABOUT THE CONFERENCE



KEY OBJECTIVES

Foster col laboration and scholarly networks  among researchers and
inst i tut ions work ing on contemporary quest ions of  internat ional  law.

Encourage emerging scholarships and research  by providing a platform for
postgraduate students ,  doctoral  researchers and ear ly-career scholars .

Explore opportunit ies for further research and publication ,  including
development of selected conference papers for  publ icat ion in appropr iate
academic out lets .

Encourage comparative and interdisciplinary research  on v ict imhood,  harm,
reparat ions,  accountabi l i ty  and remedies.

Facil i tate dialogue and exchange of ideas  among academics,  pract i t ioners ,
researchers and students work ing in internat ional  law and internat ional  cr iminal
law.

Examine evolving approaches to victims and reparations  with in internat ional
cr iminal  law and broader internat ional  law.



National  Law Univers i ty  Delhi  (NLUD) is  a premier inst i tut ion for  legal  educat ion and
research in India,  establ ished under the Nat ional  Law Univers i ty  Act ,  2007.  The
Univers i ty  is  committed to advancing excel lence in legal  educat ion,  interdiscipl inary
scholarship and research that engages contemporary nat ional  and internat ional
legal  chal lenges.  NLU Delhi  has been consecut ively  ranked number two in the NIRF
rankings of Law Univers i t ies in  the country  for  the last  e ight years and debuted in
the 201–250 global  band (rank 223) in the 2026 QS Wor ld Univers i ty  Rankings by
Subject for  Law & Legal  Studies.  Through i ts  academic programmes,  research
in i t iat ives ,  centers and faculty  scholarship,  NLUD has developed a strong
engagement with publ ic internat ional  law, internat ional  cr iminal  law, human r ights ,
humanitar ian law and related areas of internat ional  legal  pract ice and pol icy.  The
Univers i ty  provides a platform for  sustained engagement between legal  scholars ,
pract i t ioners ,  pol icymakers and students ,  foster ing cr i t ical  and comparat ive
approaches to emerging quest ions of  law and just ice.

The present conference ref lects NLUD’s broader commitment to advancing scholar ly
dialogue on contemporary developments in internat ional  law. By br inging together
perspect ives on v ict ims,  reparat ions and internat ional  cr iminal  just ice,  the
conference seeks to faci l i tate r igorous engagement by evolv ing internat ional  legal
standards,  judicial  pract ice and inst i tut ional  approaches,  whi le also examining their
impl icat ions for  domest ic legal  systems.  I t  a ims to provide a forum for  academics,
pract i t ioners and emerging scholars  to cr i t ical ly  examine how internat ional  law
responds to v ict ims of internat ional  cr imes and the cont inuing chal lenges of
trans lat ing recognit ion of harm into meaningful  repair .
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CONFERENCE THEMES

The conference inv i tes paper presentat ions based on doctr inal ,  comparat ive,
theoret ical  and interdiscipl inary research examining v ict ims and reparat ions with in
internat ional  cr iminal  law and their  re lat ionship with broader developments in
internat ional  law. Submiss ions must remain f i rmly grounded in publ ic internat ional  law
and engage substant ively  with re levant internat ional  legal  norms,  pr inciples ,
jur isprudence or  inst i tut ional  pract ice.
The conference welcomes papers addressing,  but not l imited to,  the fol lowing
themes:

Theme 1:  Victim Identity and Recognition
Quest ions concerning the ident i f icat ion,  def in i t ion and categor izat ion of v ict ims of
internat ional  cr imes,  including di rect and indirect v ict ims,  indiv idual  and col lect ive
vict imhood,  v ict im part ic ipat ion and representat ion,  and evolv ing understandings of
who qual i f ies as a v ict im under internat ional  law.

Theme 2:  Domestic,  Hybrid and Regional Human Rights Approaches to
Reparations and Victimhood
Approaches adopted by domest ic and hybr id courts ,  regional  human r ights courts  and
other mechanisms in address ing v ict ims,  remedies and reparat ions for  internat ional
cr imes,  and the contr ibut ion of these approaches to the development of internat ional
cr iminal  law. 

Theme 3:  Reparations and Transit ional  Justice
The relat ionship between cr iminal  accountabi l i ty  and broader processes of just ice,
including truth-seeking,  reparat ions programmes,  reconci l iat ion,  rehabi l i tat ion,
memorial izat ion and guarantees of non-recurrence.

Theme 4:  Victims,  Reparations and Other Branches of International Law
The intersect ion of internat ional  cr iminal  law with internat ional  human r ights law,
internat ional  humanitar ian law and the law of State responsibi l i ty  in  address ing
vict ims,  remedies and reparat ions for  internat ional  cr imes.

Theme 5:  Emerging Challenges in Victim Justice and Reparations
New and evolv ing forms of harm, developments in reparat ions jur isprudence,
inst i tut ional  innovat ions,  implementat ion and enforcement chal lenges,  and unresolved
quest ions concerning the future of v ict im-centered just ice in internat ional  cr iminal
law.



Researchers ,  academics,  pract i t ioners ,  doctoral  scholars  and postgraduate
students are inv i ted to submit  abstracts of  600–800 words out l in ing the proposed
paper ,  i ts  central  argument,  contr ibut ion and methodology.

The abstract should pertain to any of the thematic areas of the Conference
and must engage substant ively  with publ ic internat ional  law.
The abstract must be submitted in Engl ish and in MS Word format only ,  with a
word l imit  of  600-800 words.
Each abstract must include the t i t le of  the proposed paper ,  name and
inst i tut ional  aff i l iat ion of the author(s)  (maximum two authors) ,  emai l  address
and contact detai ls ,  and a short  biographical  note of approximately  100
words for  each author.
The abstract should c lear ly  indicate the research quest ion or  central  problem,
pr incipal  argument,  re levant legal/doctr inal/comparat ive/theoret ical
f ramework,  methodology,  and contr ibut ion to exist ing scholarship or
internat ional  legal  discourse.
The text  should be in T imes New Roman,  12-point  font ,  with 1 .5- l ine spacing.
Footnotes should be in T imes New Roman,  10-point  font ,  with s ingle- l ine
spacing.
Al l  c i tat ions should be placed in footnotes and not endnotes and should
conform to the OSCOLA 5th Edit ion.
The submiss ion must include a declarat ion conf i rming that the work is  or iginal
and has not been publ ished or  is  under considerat ion for  publ icat ion
elsewhere.
The organizers uphold a str ict  zero-tolerance pol icy towards plagiar ism and
the use of AI-generated content in submiss ions.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

CO-AUTHORSHIP

Co-authorship is  a l lowed subject to a maximum of 02 authors per paper.  Both
authors should make a substant ive contr ibut ion to the proposed paper.
Al l  such authors and co-author(s)  wi l l  have to mandator i ly  and separately
register  themselves by paying the requis i te registrat ion fees.  
At least  one person amongst the author or  co-authors has to be present for
present ing the paper.  
Cert i f icates would be given to al l  paper presenters .



Submission format :  Word document          
Fi le name :  Surname(s)_ICLAbstract_2026_NLUD 
Submission l ink :  Google Form l ink:  https://forms.gle/EqDRG3ZKpWf8r9em9
Details regarding Registration & Payment l ink wil l  be shared in due course.

SUBMISSION DETAILS

CONFERENCE FORMAT

The conference wi l l  be conducted in an onl ine format,  v i r tual ly  v ia Google
Meet/Zoom. 

Selected presenters wi l l  be ass igned to thematic sess ions based on the subject
and approach of their  accepted papers.

EVENT

7 September 2026

DATE

Call for Abstracts

IMPORTANT DATES

21 September 2026Abstract Submission Deadline

25 September 2026Notification of Acceptance

3 October 2026Registration Deadline

1 November 2026Full Paper Submission

14 November 2026 Conference



REGISTRATION (PER PERSON)

For Post Graduate Students
 INR 1,000

For Doctoral Scholars 
INR 1,200

For Faculty Members &
Professionals 

INR 1,500

For Attendees Only
 INR 500

FINAL PAPER GUIDELINES

Authors whose abstracts are accepted wi l l  be inv i ted to submit  a fu l l  paper in
accordance with the conference guidel ines.
Suggested length :  5000- 6000 words ( inclus ive of footnotes)        
Citation style :  OSCOLA 5th Edit ion           
Submission deadline :  1 1 :59 PM, 1st  November 2026.

Further instruct ions concerning formatt ing,  presentat ion and publ icat ion
opportunit ies wi l l  be communicated to selected authors.  
Selected papers may be considered for  publ icat ion in an edited book,  subject to
the appl icable editor ia l  and peer-review process.  Acceptance for  presentat ion
at the conference wi l l  not automatical ly  guarantee publ icat ion.

ORGANISING COMMITTEE

Chief Patron :  Prof .  (Dr . )  G.S.  Bajpai ,  Vice Chancel lor ,  Nat ional  Law Univers i ty  Delhi
Patron :  Prof .  (Dr . )  R isham Garg,  Registrar ,  Nat ional  Law Univers i ty  Delhi
Conference Convenor:Dr.  Gar ima T iwar i ,  Associate Professor ,  Nat ional  Law Univers i ty
Delhi
Conference Coordinator:  H imani  Jha,  Research Associate,  Nat ional  Law Univers i ty
Delhi

For any quer ies regarding the conference,  please wr i te to iclnlud2026@gmail .com


