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About Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice

Keeping in view the increasing workload and formulating many policies and programmes
on judicial reforms in the country, a separate department namely the Department of
Justice was carved out from the Ministry of Home Affairs and placed under the charge
of Secretary to the Government of India, and it started working as such from 1st January
2010 under the Ministry of Law and Justice. The Department of Justice introduced a
scheme on access to justice titled ‘Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic Access
to Justice’ for a period of five- years (2021-2026). It aims to secure justice’ for the
people of India as enunciated in the Preamble and under Articles 39A, 14 and 21 of the
Constitution of India. It widens the outreach of its Tele-Law, Pro Bono Legal Services
(Nyaya Bandhu) and Legal Literacy and Legal Awareness programmes, both qualitatively
and quantitatively. It further aims to create awareness and dissemination through the use
of technology and developing simplified Information, Education and Communication
(IEC) material for the masses.

About National Law University Delhi

Being a premier law university in India and securing a second rank in the National
Institutional Ranking Framework for three consecutive years, National Law University
Delhi (NLUD) believes in imparting legal education thatis socially relevant. It endeavours
to make legal education an instrument of social, political and economic change. Other
than the legal education that it provides through undergraduate, postgraduate and
Ph.D. programmes, it also regularly conducts capacity-building programmes for vital
stakeholders involved in implementing the law, such as police officers, revenue officers,
the Central Reserve Police Force, etc.

About Centre for Law, Justice and Development, National Law
University Delhi

Established in 2018, the Centre for Law, Justice and Development (CLJD) envisions
revisiting, analysing, and engaging with development discourse and its interface with legal
discourse. It has been specifically working on the rights of the marginalised communities
through empirical research, policy interventions, training and the creation of resource
materials.
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About the Comics

Centre for Law, Justice and Development (CLJD), under the aegis of National Law
University Delhi (NLU-Delhi) undertook a project titled Adhikaaron ka Gyaan, Unnati
ki Pebchaan, funded by the Department of Justice, Government of India under its broader
scheme of ‘Designing Innovative Solutions for Holistic Access to Justice (DISHA)’. Our
project under this scheme focused on raising legal awareness on violence against women.
This collection of comics was created as part of this research and outreach project.

CLJD remains cognizant of the dual understanding of violence against women, one that
is condemned as a crime (largely dealt under the prevailing criminal law) and the other
which is invisible and infused in society as a way of life. Any attempt at building capacities
of readers with respect to preventing and addressing violence against women requires
efforts at both the levels. This set of comics focuses on the second aspect that is a more
diffused and an invisible form of violence, which is systemic in nature and is manifested
routinely in our social practices and ways of thinking. Being embedded in the practices of
our everyday life, this form of violence remains hidden and thus ordinarily unrecognised,
unengaged with and normalised. A learning manual titled “Towards Transformation’ is
another deliverable under this project that focuses on the first aspect. It seeks to raise
awareness regarding crimes against women, the redress under the criminal law or special
legislation and the support structures available to aid and assist women.

This collection of comics unpacks our everyday practices, statements or ways of thinking
as manifested in our conversations using the gender lens. Gender as an analytical category
has been used to discern the structures within which we exist. Structures refer to a set of
practices that are prevalent in society determining what is allowed, expected and valued
among people in society. The approach involves drawing attention of the readers to
everyday social life which they may have come across ordinarily but may not have ever
paused to ponder over. The comics therefore help in comprehending how (i) how our
actions impact people around us; (ii) expectations vis-a-vis attributes and roles in a person
arise within a gendered framework, thereby conditioning our interpersonal relationships;
and (iii) how several social, economic, cultural, ideological factors determine the content
of a concept.

The first comic ‘Access to Public Spaces and Consent’ focuses on the issue of freedom in
public spaces as well as engages with those structures that clandestinely curtail women’s
agency or condition their decisions completely. The second comic ‘Respecting Choices
and Challenging Categories’ unpacks a common conversation between a mother and her
son. The concerns of the mother and resistance by the son will resonate with the readers.
The point the comic seeks to drive home is that most of the changes one expects arise



out of a gendered notion of who should have what roles and attributes. The last comic
‘Rethinking the Concept of Work” highlights how a concept neither emerges instantly
or naturally nor is exhaustive. The comic highlights the students’ confusion, initially;
and reflection on their own thought process, later to appreciate why it is crucial to avoid
taking concepts and their meanings at face value.

The comics are intended to be a stimulus to think further and therefore refrain from
prescribing a holistic alternative. In its zeal to ensure that the stimulus is holistic, each
comic is followed by an exercise that seeks to not only delve deep into the issue at stake in
the comic butalso to steer the readers into considering the deeper message of the particular
comic and using it to reflect on related issues.

These comics are therefore an attempt to encourage readers to keenly observe, pause,
question, reflect and rethink about such practices of our everyday life by identifying and
then engaging with the ideas and values that form the basis of these practices. In doing
so, the comics aim to operationalise one of the fundamental duties enshrined in Article
51A (h) our Constitution i.e. “to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit
of inquiry and reform.”
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2 | Access to Public Spaces and Consent

‘: harafat dukhug| J ! |
‘ Dr‘l"m nke mm&‘: i)ﬂi? uvun(lh‘ diya're,
Qandl (l(]J[l

—_ ‘raja bﬁ’tc‘ = ,
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gandi baat! g

= ] =1 mawd
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achchi arun@ tere S(l(lth
'U.P. main din (i(lhuﬁde window aur thhﬂt ’

ab Ka
Ji se toade . hum dekhe qankhein™ phaade JENN

”"of course! The music

7 So, you are enjoying
“${ and dance steps are so )

these songs"

huh?! If madam
' wants comfort,
{ and what about the discomfort : she should thEl

that they are causing to the
woman next to you?

Theséongs “ in plIb(ic
domain. | am not directing
it to them.

she should put
up with these
uncomfortable
songs?

‘ do you mean to say

{ that if a woman wants
1o travel in public
transport,
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Access to Public Spaces and Consent | 3

" Youareina publick_space, sheisina
public space. You are being entertained

uncomfortable....

...goh have an entertaining
access to the public space

| by the same source which is maKing her whereas she does not. What f

/ Lyrics are uncomfortable,

$0? These songs are
played everywhere.
What is there to feel

_uncomfortable about?

my boy! Lyrics normalise and
encourage stalKing of women
despite disinterest being
communicated by the

consent of woman but justify
~imposition and coercion.

‘ : The upbenﬂless might give the Qrong ‘ I
[ Ipomuiely R impression to young boys Like you that }

chasing women will for sure make
them reciprocate romantically!

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



4 | Access to Public Spaces and Consent

Respect should mumfest in action.
Just consider these Lyrics -

The song translates mto
“because Pou rejected me
when | approached
you courteously,
| now have a right to
misbehave with you.

Papa, its not
like | don't
respect girls!

Remember we need to respect
someone’s choice to talk or

not talk to us.

| Imagine someone
: 1w, intimidating

ol NA

you into
talKing
to them?

|s it
enjoyable?

Arre Papa, | have (
not made these

Tomorrow |fy0ur friends in school do P
something similar, you should stand

up for what is right.

]

but you can

choose what's worthy
of entertainment

k‘k and what's not.

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Access to Public Spaces and Consent | 5

I 2 Dbo e {I eedh Just because
4 W they are accepted

as entertaining,
doesn't mean
the social
impact they
cause are
ignored.

everything?

What will anyone
listen to then?

I Songs which make harassment
1 against women seem normal,
risk conveying the message
that it is oKay to do that.

There is a difference
between  approaching

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



6 | Access to Public Spaces and Consent

RETHINKING THROUGH THE COMIC

1. Even though this comic relates to songs that impose decisions on women without their
consent, the issues at stake are broader. Some of them are as follows:

—— Rethinking behaviour that is normalized as routine;

—— Rethinking consent in different circumstances

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Access to Public Spaces and Consent | 7

D

o)

following instances?

One may think of consent as invasion of autonomy. However, does it only happen
through actions of others? Or it may also be self-imposed on account of unquestioned
practices that prevail in society? For instance, how do you consider consent, 7/ any, in the

/

A gitl wants to pursue education, but her
parents don’t let her. Being hopeful about
getting married to a considerate and supportive
person, she postpones her plans of pursuing
higher education.

A boy appreciates nail art and is happy to apply
the same on his nails. However, when asked by
a friend if he wants to go to the salon to apply,
he said no as he was not sute how his family
and friends would react.

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



8 | Access to Public Spaces and Consent

P —— I - )
’ r P
C Points to ponder over D
@ / g
N D

[ Think about Bollywood songs that fit under the following categories: ]

Songs that you think encourage eve-teasing, | Songs that you think encourage taking
stalking, or harassment of women consent from women

t [ What are the kinds of constraints you have faced in public as well as private spaces?’! ]

iii. . . .
[ How many times are we asked about consent in our life? ]

List your experiences where you have taken a decision, solely on your own account,
free from any constraints.

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ
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RESPECTING CHOICES
AND CHALLENGING
CATEGORIES




10 | Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories

"We are going
to a family
gathering!

Please get
anormal |
haircut.

/Because men_ ‘ 3 *
look presentable | But
with short hair | SZN 7 why does
and only women /& it have to

Keep long hair. / A7~ i N
(LS o) ~ W be like that,
- mom?

/ Thot is the |
" social norm.
With long hair,
you look Like
0 glrl

Let people

think whatever "ol
| | they want! Why \_) *to argue so, TN 4 .
‘ | should the length 4;(“ ' [
| | of my hair decide | !

who | om? ) = !
e, /" And in the
process, you
do not want

¥ am not arguing. WER
\_toobey? / |

| can’t understand }
b social norms

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories | 11

"I am willing to listen to you,  * ¢
Le. adhere to norms, but who |3 5 Look. thisishow |
makes these norms? - things function. jod

o - move away
~ RN 27 B from whatis
Which norm is ) e

more important a‘égngrsr;l&(;g ’
than the other? / Jou will make
US Look like

bad parents
who have not
taught their
\son anything!

_ 4

| do not mind getting a haircut, but | want to Know how does
_having short hair as a man make me attain the topmost position?

S Y

For men, short hair may be
normal, however some women
might find it preferable to

—_have short hair too.

Which norm needs
to be ignored?

(/Will | become an inferior person {
just because | have long hair?

-

)

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



12 | Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories

& Women - Long Hair
7 Women - Saree

ery X Women- ﬂot Dressy
particular age.

@ Men - Short Hair
4 Men - Pants

15 Men - Jewell
% Being of pur’uculur size at a

What are
you talking
about? l am |
. just talKing |

I agree that ¢
~ there may be
certain norms

to be followed,
but not at the
cost of individual

\. choice and being JE&%

« . ridiculed. .

I’m talKing about the pottern It may start from a hair cut,

that gets replicated under but then there are “social norms’
the garb of ‘social norms’. on clothes, body shapes and
sizes for everyone.

..but if that
person is not
married, dark
complexion is
a problem!

Too thin or too fat Too dark is not good.
not good, but after but if that person is

| particular age, it does rich and married and
not matter what size has a family, then it
you are! does not matter

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories | 13

| do not understand what ™
connection you are trying to
create between having long
hair, body shapes and sizes.

/~ Anyone not
following these
social norms

gets criticized.

We co-exist with each other in society and
have a common code of conduct to maintain
social harmony and reputation. Each dress
has a particular time and occasion.

But is this
adherence so
crucial that if not

accepted, one gets
scolded?

Why can’t
we welcome
differences in
society?

/at least have a
{ discussion instead
\ of dismissing wha

\. | believe in.

‘ ”Why rsl;ot;ldAh't socie_{g not espec
my choices if they don't harm anyone!

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



14 | Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories

.
Z )’\ i,
- o ( = e
A \'\\/’(/ 3

My body size was the focus of
everyone’s criticism. It was so hard
; | remember | was asked  and such a struggle to lose weight.
to reduce my weight before
marriage to be able to get
married easuly

_ It made me
w feel bad about
my body and lose

@ my confidence.

Vi

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories | 15

RETHINKING THROUGH THE COMIC

1. Even though this comic relates to mother and son regarding son’s long hair, the issues at
stake are broader. Some of them are as follows:

Rethinking behaviour that is normalized as routine;

Rethinking our behavior and expectations with people

who we are related to;

Reflecting on and cherishing our capacities to embrace

differences of opinion, preferences and choices;

Rethinking about the personal attributes that are considered

’— necessary (height, weight, complexion, appearance).

Points to ponder over

0 ©O

o

)

i Can you think of instances where you passed comments on a person’s choice or
physical attributes?

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



16 | Respecting Choices and Challenging Categories

9]

1. In light of this comic, re-think the conversation that you may have had with that person.

PERY Q

M- Can you think of instances where someone passed comments on your personal choices
ot physical attribute?

iv. 8
In light of this comic, re — think the conversation that you may have had with that
person?

V. o

Do social norms affect everyone equally? Identify groups of people who suffer from
exclusion in our society.

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Rethinking the Concept of Work | 17

RETHINKING
THE CONCEPT

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



18 .1
| Rethinking the Concept of Work

Growth in Female Labour_
Be Stagnatmg

Source Nauonan’\
E Now Seems to
!—{ Soutce’ The Wire 70(\1 Mosdd anc . | :
;/ it i 9% 1M 2022
. omen in wage work eclined t0 15.9
IPhone Manufacturer ok

Hire Married Women In

2 says L o
. Business srandards 15 Ol e 5
Source: India. Report Claims
Source: Forbes, 25" June, 2023
Female labour partlmpatmn declining in India:
working?

ation has
bsin

why are women NOT

ndia's women work at paid jobs and female workforce particip
olding women pack from paid jo

Y Lessthan 20% of |
country. Here are the factorsh

been declining in the
rural and urban settings.

Source: India Today, 11® June 2023
A
R
v\

AN
Hahahha! Because
women are lazy!

(&

sl ol _ { What about thi
"L - PT sir, as if he :2

PSS/ :
“‘:(;,‘A{é%& worKing very hard!
ST

{
w
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Rethinking the Concept of Work | 19

0 this poha
is so delicious!

DURING RECESS
‘ | am so hungry!
: What have you
got? | have my
boring bread
and butter

paneer

' ThanKs,
my mom
made this.

Nice! my mom doesn’t 3
cook as she leaves for
~__ Workat 7!

My mom
leaves by 9,
but manages to
 make paranthas

/| have got rice!
Mﬂ mom supervises
the domestic help

_the whole day

[ ‘/

| have got burger. My domestic
help assists my mom with chopping
the vegetables but, my mom cooks.

P

e

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



20 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

Washing  Cleaning  Teaching
') @« “tH""“’ Women dropping out
_f \\1.3'.',\/\1@ ‘, i of workforce? Mystery!

)

Cleaned
and ironed
uniforms

from ~>

mom

Tiffins ]

; from
C N -
(' mom Are women
' Z\ really not
b working? | am
doubting my

answer now.

|s giving tiffin
to children,

But why does it

Ma’am we are
so confused! _ :
interest you all?

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



We found that
only women make
food and pack
tiffin for

us.

Rethinking the Concept of Work | 21

No man
did this
activity.

Itis not a
professionally
acquired sKill

| don’t think it
iswork. Itisa
manifestation of
mother’s love. father’s love

THEY JUST KNOW
- cooKing and
preparing tiffin,

, ‘ manifested?

Do you also just Know how
to do the activities that your
mother effortlessly does?

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



22 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

Not exactly.
My chapati
stuck to the

Oh ?es,
when | tried
making dosa
alone, it
turned into
a papad! |

thought
about it.

)

Why to thinK about it when you get ready
cooked food without even asKing, right?!

Who helps
you with your

learn when |}  Swiggy [makes your homework?

quicker uniform
options ready to
exist? wear?

M% mother

My domestic neither cooks
help irons it 8 nor cleans.

Who supervises
or guides your
domestic help?

hat happens if / ,
e is on leae?. ’ |

w " Dad,
sometimes

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ




Rethinking the Concept of Work | 23

Our moms do a Lot of work! But news says otherwise. What is work?

Yes! | remember. When
application of force results }

in change of place, direction, @
>

¥ Do you remember

% force energy shape, size of a thing then
wor |

work gets done.

So scientifically,
cooKing is work
because vegetables/
lentils/meat are
changed into
delicious food.

But | thought work is when gou are paid for certain tasKs that
you have been trained to do . My father works and runs the house
and my mother stopped working when | was born.

Yes, the headlines refer to work Oh! Basically work that
INTHE ECONOMIC SENSE & /{  contributes to the GDP!

\

vs Mom’s food

Che
QX E—— T 3
\ o Nurse at hospital vs Taking care of sick at home \

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



24 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

Work done WORK
at home is | e
not counted /88 4 Private F " Public =2

as work e . No Earning x

, No formal Formal degree g
i = / skillg

OUTSIDE

e ——...

Paid gq-CpP"

Unregulated Regulated

Bonds of Unrelated people
love and collaborating with
affection eachother

Work Application
never ends.

for leave, public
| No leave

LB holidays, etc
hOUSE WOI'kt\—"/
d

\ouseho

W W 2
wa"* w“”w, VRl
\% |

v
vy

Family’s Family’s
Economic Moms categorisation categorisation
categorization 4, categorisation when mom is home £, when mom is away

— no work — lot of work  — some work — (ot of work

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Rethinking the Concept of Work | 25

(This means we have dominantly cotegorised housework as N0 WOr ID

Concepts are human made, the
don’t exist naturally. Concept of work @
is socially created by human beings '

Going to office
to work

Meeting clients and
making connections

Bringing home salary
every month

# werk

Making kids do
homework

Paying school fees

This way do we need to re-evaluate everything
that we take as settled?

It’s always good to continuously evaluate and re-evaluate
ourselves, no? It’s not just the concept of work, there are many
other concepts that are taken for granted. For instance:

what constitutes ‘PROPERTY’ how do we define ‘FAMILY’

T s Y“M[%
iaenti ylng eatures ov a B’

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



26 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

How do humans MAKE concepts?

Which human’
being made
this concept?

when | say human made,
| mean concepts emerge through
social processes and practices.

there is a process of differentiation involved.

Certain aspects are taken to While certain other aspects
define a concept. are neglected.

Cwlork g | lork )

o

. =%
So ma’am the economic definition qf _w_ork :
which is distinct from the scientific de_fmmon has
emerged as the dominant understanding of work. /_

This d A W7,
lis dominant understandin

con;i;]tmned Us so much thqt wegt?z(llcz it

a8 the only way we think abouyt work.

o

' ; ht that our moms
Oh, Not Ma’am atl o :x\%?%on’t work. Whereas

Wh\zed;‘l(tv?s;y 8?\%\%3? the fruits of their work.

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Rethinking the Concept of Work | 27

R
vor
% of \nd|a s women W

n 20% ntry. Here ar

ss tha
Le g inthe cou

been declinin m
wrmanaubsn S ic is how they are dtfferentm":mg
house work from economic wor

But such captions unconsciously reinforce
the prevailing dominant understanding.
]

Such statements are made, understood and
passed off seamlessly. However reflective
progressive attitude requires -

/ 7([9VB/J9 E(Iden’ufgmgthe E Don’t imbibe
L scientifte assumptions: wwy OM without thinking

e ¥ Questioning and , X} Don’t get swayed

pism i
ﬁumﬂ unpacking them ' & Don't homogenize |
@/ To counter the (Treating everyone

't in a category as 4
42 gﬂf’ dominantly pervading exactly the sﬁme) ;

(yp,;ﬂqt""y + subordination of the b

m; rel " counter understondllng [ —
i/ questioning \
| the status quo
b is the biggest
Ma’am, now step in ushering
| also understand > agreat

the implication of
the Fundamental
Duty Laid down in our ‘

Constitution i.e.

change!

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



28 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

RETHINKING THROUGH THE COMIC

1. Even though this comic relates to whether house work qualifies as economically

productive work, the issues at stake are broader. Some of them are as follows:

Being conscious that every concept has been constructed in

specific ways;

Identifying the criteria on the basis of which the concepts (such

as work, woman, child) are defined in the society;

Reflecting and rethinking about the above-mentioned criteria to
explore the possibility of constructing the concept differently;

Identifying challenges and possibilities that reconstruction

’— of concepts poses.

2.
Points to ponder over
o O
1. Which of the following acts would you classify as ‘work’ or ‘no work’?
=
©VectorStock ©Song Speckles

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



Rethinking the Concept of Work | 29

shutterstck

© VectorStock ©Shutterstock
il. Please reflect upon each of the images below, in the light of assumptions raised
and challenges posed.

a. Women driving vehicles

©The Quint

What are the assumptions that society | How can these assumptions be
has when they see or hear women | challenged?
drive?

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ



30 | Rethinking the Concept of Work

b.
Women are weak

©TheWire

t!'s}\\\

O RN

Btk
| A

A

B

[ \

i

© Westend61 © Firstpost

What are the assumptions that society has | How can these assumptions be challenged?
when they comment on the strength of

women?

c. @erforming classicalD

OPinterest Ajith Dass ©Vadaamalar
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Rethinking the Concept of Work | 31

What are the assumptions that society | How can these assumptions be
has when they see men perform | challenged?
classical dance?

Men crying and in fear

© Freepik © dreamstime
What are the assumptions that society | How can these assumptions be
has when they see men show these | challenged?
reactions?
i, The comic identifies one fundamental duty in the constitution. What is it? Why is

it important?

CLJD-NLUD-DoJ
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