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PREFACE

The high proliferation in the use of information technology has given
birth to new information age also called as electronic age where information
users depend on computer assisted legal research. A number of electronic
databases have been designed by various commercial publishers worldwide for
supporting legal research and scholarship. Apart from commercial databases, a
many open access initiatives have also taken place around the world for the
support of law and legal scholarship by government, Ngo’s and individual
efforts. For advancement of legal research it is critical for students, faculty
members and surely the library professionals to equip themselves with efficient
knowledge and training to handle digital information available around the
world.

Since the mid-1990s the Internet’'s World-Wide-Web has provided the
necessary technical platform to enable free access to computerized legal
information. Prior to the web there were many online legal information systems
and numerous legal information products distributed on CD-ROM, but there
was no significant provision of free access to legal information anywhere in the
world. The ease of use of graphical browsers from around 1994, and the web’s
use of hypertext as its principal access mechanism (at that time) meant that the
web provided a simple and relatively consistent means by which legal
information could be both provided and accessed as an attractive alternative to
the proprietary, expensive and training-intensive search engines on which
commercial online services largely relied. Most legal professionals have used free
online resources to help in the legal research process. Whether it is a judgment
downloaded from a court’s Web site, a statute located using India Code or PRS
India, an article on Wikipedia, or a post on someone’s blog, the quantity and
variety of free online resources seems to grow on a daily basis. Some have even
wondered if these resources can one day replace the need to subscribe to a
computer-assisted legal research (CALR) service such as Westlaw or LexisNexis.

The Free Access to Law Movement is the umbrella name for the
collective of legal projects across several common law countries to provide free
online access to legal information such as case law and legislation. The
movement began in 2002 with the creation of the Cornell Law School Legal
Information Institute by Tom Bruce and Peter Martin. The name Legal
Information Institute (LlIs) has been widely adopted by other projects. It is
usually prefixed by a country or region identifier. In October 2002 the meeting of
LIIs in Montreal at the 4t Law via Internet Conference, adopted a declaration as
a joint statement of their philosophy of access to law. There were some further
modifications of the Declaration at the Sydney meeting of LIls in 2003 and at the
Paris meeting in 2004. The text of the declaration is attached herewith.

However Commercial Databases have its own utility and importance
due to its editorial enhancement and efficient search engines. Commercial
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databases are regularly updated and advance through the engagement of
trainers for resolving issues and problems of their clientele.

This compilation is the first of its kind of measure in India to facilitate
the creation of a single platform of Law Professors, Judges, Advocates, Law
Students and Librarians to share views and expertise in aid of fruitful utilization
of digital information and thus to bring forward the problems faced by law
researchers in an increasingly electronic environment while dealing with
licensing, use of databases, and reference linking, user education and
preservation of digital formats in the changing realm of publications pattern.

Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh
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