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FOREWORD

December 2, 2014

The issues that have a bearing on human rights and public policy have always
been at the heart of National Law University, Delhi's work in the area of public
law. [was therefore very happy for the opportunity and initiative that emerged
through a dialogue between NLU, Delhi and the UNHCR Delhi office, which
eventually became the current research study. With rapidly changing times and
increasing mobility the issue of citizenship is both transforming from its
conventional meaning and scope as well as making it simultaneously more
vulnerable than ever before in human history. I hope this study report, though
normative in its approach, will highlight and open up key issues upon which

more in-depth socio-legal analysis could begin.

NLU, Delhi always engaged with national as well as inter-governmental
institutions with great pride and enthusiasm. I am deeply pleased that the
engagement with UNHCR began with a grant for conducting this study and I
extend my sincere thanks to the UNHCR Delhi office. I do hope that this mutual
institutional engagement and collaboration will grow further from strength to
strength and contribute positively to the cause of better understanding of human
rights in general and rights of those that of people who are in the nebulous state
of statelessness in particular. NLU Delhi could benefit from these kinds of
studies by bringing them into the classroom as specialist courses and special
clinics. 1 am very hopeful of that possibility. Let me also congratulate the
research team for conducting a serious study.

Prof. (Dr.) Ranbir Singh

Vice-Chancellor, National Law University, Delhi
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