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PREFACE

The National Law University, Delhi is organizing its first International Conference on
International Conference on Transparency and Accountability in Governance: Issues and Challenges at
its state-of-the-art campus at Dwarka. The main objective of the conference is to discuss various issues
concerning right to information activism, judicial standards and accountability, implications of the
Lokpal and Lokayuktas (Ombudsman), citizen's charter on public services, whistleblower protections
and quality governance, e-Governance and public hearings on public interest matters.

Globalization is a challenge and also an opportunity in the present times. We require the
convergence of Economics, Technology and Law. India had a long history of business and technology.
The potential has been unleashed through the process of liberalization. Yet the smooth sailing requires
the compass called Rule of Law. We have mixed track record on this count. India has established itself as
a democracy which is a success on the macro participative process of governance. Yet, there are other
crucial issues of internal dimension.

There is a complex task of assimilation of the fractured social classes for centuries in such
participation.

. Cumulative economic progress needs to reach the various layers to create a development index
which is fair and equitable.

4 Most importantly a transparent and speedy justice administration system which reinforces the
faith in Rule of Law.

Good governance is a tool to help governments, businesses, and civil societies to fight
corruption.Corruption can be curbed by systematic changes in governance through introducing
participation, transparency, accountability and probity in administration. The right to good governance
isalso considered as an essential part of the citizen's rights that one can expect from the government.

Transparency and accountability are two of the central pillars of good governance. Transparency
and accountability are current buzzwords of governance being used unsparingly not only in India, but by
- governments and international institutions all over the world. Transparency is also a necessary
prerequisite for the exercise of accountability. Transparency and accountability are also significant for
the efficient functioning of a modern economy and for fostering social well-being

On May 12, 2011, India became the 152nd country to ratify the United Nations Convention
against Corruption, which was originally adopted by the UN General Assembly on October 31, 2003,
and entered into force on December 14, 2005. India's ratification is characterized as a reaffirmation of
India's commitment to fight corruption and to undertake vigorously administrative legal reforms.
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Accordingly, a number of initiatives have been taken by the government to incorporate citizen's
concerns as inputs in the formulation of policy as well as in the quality and reliability of services. These
can be brought through various tools, including the Citizens' Charters, Right to Information, e-
Governance, and institution of ombudsman. These tools, for ensuring transparency and accountability,
are powerful and have captured the attention of many activists, academics, and policy-makers around
the world.

Our sincere endeavor will be to make legal education as justice education, as an instrument of
social, political and economic change, and to prepare Lawyers who will be competent in the art of
advocacy both at the trial and the appellate level and also skilled in judicial administration. The students
of the National Law University, Delhi will be shaped as agents of change as the country mandates to
achieve its developmental goals for future generations. The primary mission of the University will be to
create Lawyers who will be professionally competent, technically sound and socially relevant, and will
not only enter the Bar and the Bench but also be equipped to address the imperatives of the new
millennium and uphold the Constitution of India. The aforementioned professional competency will be
achieved as the Conference is going to be presided by prestigious scholars like Dr. T.K Vishwanathan,
Justice J.S Verma, Shri PP Rao, Prof (Dr) B.B. Pande, Prof (Dr) Veer Singh, Shri Soli Sorabjee, Shri
Wajahat Habibullah, Prof (Dr) Faizan Mustfa, Prof (Dr) Vijayakumar, Justice Santosh Hegde, Ms. Kiran
Bedi, and Prof (Dr) M.P.Singh whose presence will stinulate intellectual debates on the topics of
contemporary relevance. It is one of the first conferences in our country where the above mentioned
stalwarts culminate to discuss on these issues. We are thankful to all of them for chalking a time out of
their busy schedule to address the students of the college as well as others present on these coeval topics.

We are also grateful to our Vice Chancellor Prof (Dr) Ranbir Singh for his constant support,
encourasement and guidance, without which this programme would have not been possible.

The Conference will provide an international platform to all stake holders to address
contemporary issues pertaining to accountability and transparency in governance. The Organizing
Committee received an overwhelming 266 abstracts for consideration for the proceedings of the
Conference. After thorough evaluation, both in terms of quality of research and variety of research the
Abstract Screening Commiittee selected 115 abstracts and their full papers for publication. This book is a
compilation of these full papers.

Editorial Commitee
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