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International Conference on Transparency & Accountability in 

Justice Administration System: Challenges and Resolution’: 24-25 Sept 

,2016 

 

The Centre for Transparency and Accountability in Governance (CTAG)  at National Law 

University Delhi and CHRI, New Delhi, organised a two-day International Conference on 

Transparency & Accountability in Justice Administration System: Challenges 

and Resolution’ on 24th and 25th of September 2016.  The inaugural session Chaired by 

Hon’ble Mr. Justice V Gopal Gowda, Judge, Supreme Court of India, Chief Guest & Key 

Note Speakerand also attended by Justice Mohan Pieris, Former Chief Justice of Sri Lankan 

Supreme Court, Guest of Honour; Prof MP Singh, Professor of Law& Chancellor, Central 

University Haryana; Mr Venkatesh Nayak, CHRI and Prof. G.S. Bajpai, Registrar, National 

Law University Delhi, was conducted on 24th September, 2016. Prof MP Singh, delivered the 

inaugural speech/welcome address. Dr. J.S. Mann, Director of CTAG and Convenor of the 

Conference, spoke on the themes of the Conference. Further, Justice Mohan Pieris, Former 

Chief Justice of Sri Lankan Supreme Court, delivered the Guest of honour address, where he 

touchedupon the contemporary issues of appointment and removal of judges in Sri 

Lanka.Vote of Thanks was conveyed by the Registrar. 

Activists, lawyers, professors, and students paper presenters from all over India as well as 

some foreign countries took part in the Conference in various capacities. The Conference 

witnessed lively participation and quality discussion from all the panellists, paper presenters 

and participants. The Conference organised 09 specialised technical sessions covering, 

important challenges in the form of Judicial independence, Separation of powers, 

transparency and accountability in the Bar and Bench, appointment and removal of judges, 

professional misconducts of judges and legal practitioners, accountability of bar councils and 

associations, and corruption in bar, bench and law school.  Expert Panellists of the 

Conference included experts like Justice, Mohan Pieris, Former Chief Justice of Sri Lankan 

Supreme Court, Justice S Murlidhar, Judge Delhi High Court, Prof NR Madhava Menon, 

Prof NL Mitra, Prof MP Singh, Prof BT Kaul, Prof. Sachidanandam, Prof A Jaya Govind, 

Prof V Vijayakumar, Prof Prodhan from Bangladesh, Shri Prashant Bhushan, Mr Ajmer 



Singh, Reporter Economic Times, M, Mr Abani Sahu, Senior Advocate Supreme Court of 

India and other experts on Justice administration system. Forty Papers were presented by 

students, teachers and other professionals. Corruption in the Judiciary and Bar Councils by 

most of the panellists was also seen as a serious threat to the quality of operations in justice 

administration system. The Valedictory Cum Technical Session on 25th Sept 2016 was 

chaired by Justice S Murlidhar, Judge, Delhi High Court.  Justice Murlidhar stressed upon the 

need of controlling corruption in the judiciary and Bar for providing quality legal services 

and restoring the trust of people over the justice administration system in India.The 

Conference concluded on a high expectation that such Conference should be organised 

regularly and all the stakeholder involved in the justice administration system must ensure 

transparency and accountability in the governance. 

Some photographs from the conference :  

 

 



 

  

 

 

 

 



International Seminar on Freedom of Information in the SAARC Nations: 

Challenges & Remedies- 19th March 2016 

 

International Seminar on Freedom of Information in the SAARC Nations: Challenges & 

Remedies  on 19 March 2016, was organised by the Centre for Transparency and 

Accountability in Governance (CTAG), National Law University Delhi, India in collaboration 

with the National Campaign for Peoplesô Right to Information, New Delhi NCPRI), New 

Delhi, India. Main objective of the Seminar was to sensitize people about the RTI Scheme 

and deliberate on the challenges, that have been faced by the stakeholders, such as PIO, FAA, 

Public Authority, CIC, SIC, citizens, in the functioning of the right to information scheme 

across the SAARC nations. 

 

Overwhelming response for the event. Received 237 abstracts, approved 122 taking into 

account quality, scope of research and relevancy of research. Focussed on contribution not on 

designation: 

 

Eminent Speakers, such as, Shri Wajahat Habibullah, founder Central Information 

Commissioner, Ms Anjali Bhardwaj, Co-Convener, NCPRI, New Delhi, Shri P S Bawa, 

Chairperson, Transparency International India, Prof M M Ansari, former CIC Government of 

India, Prof M Sridhar, Central Information Commissioner, Government of India, Maj Gen 

Anil Verma, Head Association for Democratic Reforms, New Delhi;  Shri Subhash Chandra 

Agrawal, RTI Activist, Dr, Brahm Dutt, RTI Activist, Mr Syamlal Yadav RTI Journalist, 

Indian Express and Ms Himanshi Dhawan, RTI Journalist Times of India, New Delhi, Dr 

Vipul Mudgal, Director Common Cause, India and PIOs from various Universities 

participated and shared their expertise and experiences. 

 

The Seminar began with brief introduction of the workshop by the Convener Dr J S Mann. 

Shri Wajahat Habibullah emphasised that transparency and accountability are for the interest 

of the State and vision of the Government should be to achieve transparency, growth, 

elimination of corruption thus fulfilling our founding fathers’ dreams.   

During the inaugural programme, CTAG entered into formal MOUs with the Commonwealth 

Human Rights Initiative, India; National Campaign for People’s Right to Information, New 

Delhi; and Association for Democratic Reforms, New Delhi for the purpose of promotion of 

research, sensitisation, training, internship etc in the fields of transparency and accountability 

in governance. 

  

 

 

 



International Conference on Transnational Corruption 14th and 15th 

March, 2015 

The Centre for Transparency and Accountability in Governance at National Law University 

Delhi organised a two-day international conference on Transnational Corruption on 14th and 

15th of March 2015.  The inaugural session was held on 14th March under the auspices of 

Hon’ble Mr. Justice A.K. Patnaik, former Supreme Court Judge, and Shri Paramjeet Singh 

Bawa, Chairman, Transparency International India. Prof. G.S. Bajpai, Registrar, National 

Law University Delhi, delivered the welcome address. Dr. J.S. Mann, Director of CTAG and 

Convenor of the Conference, spoke on the theme of the Conference – Transnational 

Corruption. Shri P.S. Bawa gave the inaugural address. He spoke on the history of 

Transparency International and its role in today’s world, especially in India. Further, Hon’ble 

Mr. Justice A.K. Patnaik delivered the keynote address touching upon various high-profile 

cases on corruption he dealt with during his career. Activists, lawyers, professors, 

professionals and paper presenters from all over India as well as some foreign countries took 

part in the Conference in various capacities. 

The Conference witnessed lively participation and quality discussion from all the panellists, 

paper presenters and participants. The Conference saw seven technical sessions over the 

course of two-days wherein ideas were exchanged, problems identified, solutions suggested. 

Panellists for the Conference included experts like Shri Jaganathan Saravanswamy, Inspector 

General, State Human Rights Commission Maharashtra, Mrs. Padmini Pradhananga, 

Transparency International Nepal, Mr. Pranav Sachdeva, Advocate, Supreme Court of India, 

Prof A.K. Kaul, Former Vice Chancellor, NLU Jodhpur and Ranchi, Dr. Vijay Kumar Singh, 

Head, School of Corporate Law, Indian Institute of Corporate Affairs, Ms Neha Bansal, 

Former Researcher, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, South Asia, Prof J S 

Chhokar, Former Professor IIM Ahmedabad, & Founding Member, Association for 

Democratic Reforms, Shri. Navneet Rajan Wasan, Special Director General, National 

Investigation Agency, Mr. Ashutosh Kumar Mishra, Executive Director, Transparency 

International India, Shri ML Sharma, Former CBI Director, Mr Abani Kumar Sahu, Senior 

Advocate, Supreme Court of India, Shri Narinder Singh, Secretary General, Indian Society of 

International Law, Prof S Sachidanandam, Professor of International Law, National Law 

University Delhi, Prof Kumar Ingnam, Kathmandu Law School, Tribhuvan University, 

Nepal. Thirty Four Papers were presented by students, teachers and other professionals. Their 

ideas were questioned and discussed thoroughly followed with helpful suggestions. 

The Conference was a huge success. It ended on a high with the Valedictory Session on 15th 

March.  The Session was chaired by Shri. P.S. Bawa, who spoke on the role of Transparency 

International India in controlling transnational corruption, and co-chaired by Shri Narinder 

Singh and Prof. S. Sachidanandam who spoke respectively on Effectiveness of 

treaties/covenants in controlling Transnational Corruption and Controlling Transnational 

Corruption under UNCAC, 2003. 

 



Some Photographs of the Conference: 

 

 



 

 

 

 

International Conference on Corruption in Governance: Challenges & 

Solutions by the CTAG, National Law University Delhi, 2013 

 

The Centre for Transparency and Accountability in Governance (CTAG) National Law 

University Delhi organized a two days International Conference on Corruption in 

Governance: Challenges & Solutions from 15 November to 16 November 2013,Under the 

Auspices of Justice Bodh Raj Sawhny Memorial TrustChair on Professional Ethics. The 

Conference received an overwhelming response from all strata of society. The conference 

received 77 quality research papers. Screening Committee,taking into account quality of 

research and variety in research, approved 35 research papers,. The Conference began with 

welcome address by the Prof (Dr) Ranbir Singh, Vice Chancellor, NLU Delhi. Inaugural 

Address was delivered by Dr. S Y Quraishi, Former Chief Election Commissioner. Mr. 

Nikhil Dey, National Campaign for Protection of Right to Information (NCPRI) delivered 

key note address on the occasion. A detail of Conference proceedings was highlighted by the 

Conference Convener, Dr J S Mann. Prof S K D Rao, Registrar& Professor of Law, National 

Law University, Delhi delivered vote of thanks on the occasion. 

The Conference provided an international platform to all stake holders to address 

contemporary issues pertaining to accountability and transparency in governance and 

corruption. The conference was divided into six main technical sessions covering important 



contemporary issues on corruption. The conference deliberated upon some important burning 

issues  such as “Trans-National Corruption: Challenges and Solutions,Corruption in Public 

Life; Public Servants, Services, Ethics, Enforcement Laws Etc; Accountability of Law and 

Order Enforcement Mechanism: Police, CBI, CVC, Anti-corruption Agencies, etc;  Electoral 

Processes & Accountability of Elected Representatives;  Transparency and Accountability 

endeavours and Corruption in Governance, and  Accountability And Transparency In 

Judiciary”. 

The Conference was addressed by a galaxy of imminent speakers from different 

specializations. The Prominent speakers presided over various technical sessions. The Galaxy 

of imminent speakers include Hon’ble Justice Santosh Hegde, Former Judge of the Supreme 

Court and Former Lokayukta of Karnataka, Justice Manmohan Sarin, Former Lokayukta,  

State of Delhi  , Shri  P. K. Tripathi, Chairman, Delhi Public Grievances Commission, New 

Delhi, Justice G C Bharuka, former Judge High Court of Karnataka,Shri K J Rao, General 

Secretary, FAME &Former Advisor to Election Commission Of India, Ms Kiran Bedi, 

Leading Social Activist and former IPS Officer, Shri ML Sharma, Former CBI Officer and 

Former CIC, Justice K Nath,  Chairperson, Transparency International India, New Delhi,  

Prof.(Dr.) M P Singh, Director, Delhi Judicial,Prof Sachidanandam, Professor of  Law, 

National Law University Delhi ,Prof (Dr.)  A Jayagovind, Professor of Law, National Law 

University Delhi, Professor Amar SinghDirector, School of Law, Raffles University 

Rajasthan,Prof (Dr.) J S Chhokar, Director, Association for Democratic Rights, New Delhi, 

Prof (Dr.)  KNC Pillai, Professor of Law, Shri Manoj Joshi, Joint Secretary, DoPT, 

Government of India, Prof(Dr.) V. Vijayakumar, Professor, NLSIU, Prof. (Dr.) Heinz Goddar 

, Honorary Professor at the University of Bremen, Germany & Managing Partner of  

Boehmert&Boehmert, Law Firm, Germany, Shri Shailesh Gandhi Former Information 

Commissioner, CIC, Prof. Mu-Fen Chao, Professor, Dept of Business Administration, Tam 

Kang University, Taiwan,Professor Mei-Hsin Wang,  National Yunlin University of Science 

& Technology, Taiwan,  Mr. S C Agrawal, leading  RTI Activist, Prof A Wani, GGSIPU, 

Delhi,  Shri Venkatesh Nayak, Programme Coordinator CHRI, and Mr. Ajit Joy, Member 

NCPRI. 

Participants from various disciplines such as, law, management, political science, economics, 

public administration, sociology, practicing advocates from Supreme Court and High Courts, 

social Activist, etc,  deliberated up on  contemporary issues related to corruption in 

governance. Observations and suggestions recommended by the panelists and paper 

presenters have been recorded for the purpose of Conference Declaration, which will be sent 

to the policy makers. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

International Conference on Transparency and Accountability in 

Governance: Issues and Challenges at NLU Delhi, October 2012 

 

National Law University Delhi (NLU) organized a two days international Conference on 

Transparency and Accountability in governance: issues and Challenges from 13 October to 

14 October 2012, Under the Auspices of Justice Bodh Raj Sawhny Memorial Trust Chair on 

Professional Ethics. The Conference received an overwhelming response from all strata of 

society. The conference had received 266 abstracts of research papers. It was quite 

impossible to include all abstract in the event. Screening Committee approved 115 abstracts, 

taking into account quality research and variety in research. The Conference began with 

welcome address by the Prof (Dr) Ranbir Singh, Vice Chancellor, NLU Delhi. Inaugural 

Address was delivered byHon’ble Mr. Justice D. Murugesan, Chief Justice of Delhi High 

Court & Chancellor, NLU Delhi. Hon’ble Mr. Justice J S Verma, Former Chief Justice of 

India & Chair Professor on Professional Ethics, NLU Delhi delivered key note address on the 

occasion. 

The Conference was addressed by a galaxy of imminent speakers from different 

specializations. The Prominent speakers presided over various technical sessions. The Galaxy 



of imminent speakers included Hon’ble Justice JS Verma, Former Chief Justice of India, Shri 

Soli Sorabjee, Senior, Advocate Supreme Court, Shri P P Rao, Senior Advocate, Supreme 

Court of India, Justice Santosh Hegde, Former Judge of the Supreme Court and Former 

Lokayukta of Karnataka, Justice G C Bharuka, former Judge High Court of Karnataka, Ms 

Kiran Bedi, Leading Social Activist and former IPS Officer, Dr. T.K. Viswanathan, Secretary 

General Lok Sabha, Parliament of India, Prof Bharti Sharma, Head Centre for Ethics in 

Governance, IIPA New Delhi, Shri PS Bawa, Chairman Transparency International India, 

New Delhi, Prof.(Dr.) M P Singh, Director, Delhi Judicial Academy, Prof. (Dr.) B B Pande, 

former Professor of Law, DU, Prof (Dr) Paramjit S Jaswal VC, RGNUL, Patiala, Prof(Dr.) V. 

Vijayakumar, VC, Tamil Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law University, Chennai, Shri Wajahat 

Habibullah, Chairman, Minority Commission of India and Founder Chief Information 

Commissioner, Government of India, Mr. S C Agrawal, leading RTI Activist, Prof. Manohar, 

Special Officer, Tamil Nadu National Law University, Prof. (Dr.) Satish C Shastri, Mody 

University, Lakshmangarh, Rajasthan, Prof KPS Mahalwar, MDU Rohtak, Prof A Wani, 

GGSIPU, Delhi, Prof. (Dr.) B.T. Kaul, DU, Prof C Raj Kumar, VC, Jindal Global University 

and Prof. K Elumalai, Director, School of Law, IGNOU New Delhi. 

 

Justice JS Verma, former chief justice of India, Shri Soli Sorabjee emphasized the urgent 

need of law on judicial accountability of judiciary. Shri PP Rao criticized the prolonged and 

complicated process of impeachment of judges. According to him the process must be 

simplified. Justice Santosh Hegde stressed the requirement of covering judiciary with in the 

ambit of Lokpal intuition to curb corruption in judiciary. Ms Kiran Bedi recommended the 

necessity of a strong Lokpal and Lokayukta at appropriate levels. Justice G.C. Bharuka 

examined the significance of E-Court system in India in order to reduce pendency of 

litigations pending before various judicial and quasi- judicial authorities. Dr. T.K. 

Viswanathan discussed the importance of governance and how to ensure transparency and 

accountability in governance. Mr. Wajahat Habibullah recommended that the RTI Scheme 

should be extended to private sector also. Mr. Habibullah was of the view that people are 

actually using RTI as a threat. Mr. S.C. Aggrawal shared his experiences with regard to RTI 

filing and proceedings. According to him the RTI has given second freedom to the people of 

India. He also suggested that a chapter must be devoted to RTI in school curriculum. 

 

Participants from the various disciplines such as law, management, politival science, public 

administration, scociology, practising advocates from Supremem Courts, social Activist, etc. 

Deliberated up on the issues on transparency and accountability in governance . The 

valedictory speech was delivered by Dr. Justice BS Chouhan, Judge Supreme Court of India.  

The conference was divided into five main technical sessions covering important 

contemporary issues. The conference deliberated upon some important burning issues  such 

as  freedom of information activism, judicial standards and accountability,  

ombudsman(Indian version : Lokpal and Lokayuktas) , right to public services, whistle-

blower protections,  e-governance,  public hearings on public interest matters,  and  ethics in 

governance. 



 


